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* ‘Nowts Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept!” 
—1 Cor. xv. 20. Pact. 


NO.9.) CINCINNATI, SEPTEMBER 7, 1835. [{VOL. IV. 


REFORMATION, 


NO. 4. 


FAITH AND CHARACTER. 


A change of sentiment does not necessarily imply a change of conduct; we see men 
embrace a thousand new opinions without dropping one single old habit, or clothing 
themselves with one fresh virtue. So a change of faith does not necessarily imply a 
change of charecter. This is demonstrable by scripture. It is there said, that many 
believed on the Lord Jesus when they beheld the miracles which he did; yet of them 
all there was not one whom the Lord judged worthy of his confidence; and therefore 
he entrusted himself to non#of them. To new-model one’s character requires not 
only the profession of good principles, but also the uniform application or use of those 
principles to the end proposed. Todo this triumphantly, calls for courage and many 
other virtues, which are just as scarce as they are admirable. Faith, therefore, is 
nothing unless applied to the formation of character To what purpose was it that 
many of the rulers and priests of the Jewish nation believed, so long as they lacked the 
virtue necessary to act in accordance with their faith ? but they did not act in accord. 
ance with their sacred convictions, and therefore their case demonstrates the certainty, 
that faith and good behaviour are distinct matters. 

But confession of Christ itself does not imply good character ; for we see men do this 
whose characters are eaceedingly suspicious. Moreover we see that the change of state, 
which obtains by baptism does not necessarily imply a change of character. Why 
should it? To use a thing once is not to use italways; to apply our faith tu the chang- 
ing of our state once is not certainly to apply it to the changing or re-moddelling of our 
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character always. Many have belief to be baptized, who have none to reform 
or new-model their character; therefore we have many baptized unrighteous pro- 
fessors. Neither faith, nor change of sentiments, nor change of state is a change 
_ of character. Our faith, and sentiments, and ,state are but means by which 
character is obtained; and even these do not form it but only as they are care- 
fully, and stcenuously, and triumphantly applied totbatend. It requires a rue 
man to make a proper use of his faith; just as it requires good ground to bring 
forth the expected increase from the grain which is sown upon its bosom. The 
Saviour’s parable of the sower, shows us that three fourths at least of those who 
believe, may accomplish nothing by their faith, but simply to illustrate the truth 
of the Lord’s saying, that the word, sown in their heart, is like seed dropped by 
the way side, or sown among thorns, or stones, ready to be choaked or withered. 

How many have already outlived their religion if they ever had any! How 
few courageously continue to apply their faith to the renovation of their charac- 
ter They have embraced the faith, changed all their sentiments and changed 
their state too, but forgot the character. Fidelity to Jesus, humbleness of mind, 
gentleness of soul, brotherly love, and the other rare virtues, which fit men for 
heaven, are sacrificed at the shrine of the world and the altar of mammon; 
money-lovers, self-lovers, rather than lovers of God and the gond cause of 
Christ, 

The following story is told of two robbers, who wished to rob the mansion of 
an Irish inheritor. The plot was ripe; but the fellows knew the house to be 
guarded by a formidable watch dog. How was he to be won over? They 
adopted the following plan, They procured a horn, and filling it with the best 
butter, they threw it before the dog. He was baited in a moment; eat it all out 
as far us he was able, and then began to push the hom over the yard, vainly 
attempting to lick out with his tongue that which the diminished portion of the 
horn withdrew beyond the reach of his deceitful appetite. The robbers prevailed 
aud bore way their booty. 

Throw a butter their appetite to some object of 
earthly ambition, and old satan himself may take the church. 

In ancient times, those who Judaised fell from grace, or, as Paul says, Christ 
profited them nothing. But to use a new word foran old sin, what will Christ 
profit those who worldise now? ‘The gospel leaves few who hear it, in the very 
same state in which it finds them, as respects faith; but as it respects character, 
it changes comparatively none. I woukd go a hundred miles to see the man 
whose behaviour, and social character were regulated exclusively by the hope of 
immortality, This may appear very uncharitable, and seems to imply an im- 
potence in the gospel itself; but this is not inferable from ought that has been 
_ said. If the ground spue forth the seed which is sown into it, the seed is not to 
blame. There is a mighty power in the gospel to reform and elvate the charac- 
tes of all those who love it sincerely; but to be benefitted by its principles we 
must strenuously apply them to iheix proper moral purposes, to the renovation 
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of ourlives. This few ever do; and the result is that the church contains many 
worldlings who are just as certainly roots of bitterness a3 ever grew; and if 
there were an adequate fidelity in the church or the officers of the church they 


_ would without all fail be rooted out. This is not to be hoped for, on the present 


plan of ecclesiastical discipline. 

These essays on practical reformation, were intended, originally, to incul- 
cate the formation of character, on the grounds of taking certain and continuous 
Cognizauce of the several active powers, with which our nature is gifted, viz: 
the powers of thinking, speaking, and acting. In all these matters christians 
are unfortunately very defective. If the quietude and silence of those who are 
called Quakers, if their morals and brotherly care for each other, prevail- 
ed among the patrons of the Original Gospel, the world would fall before the 
proclamation of the truth in a very different ratio, and their fall would be their 
salvation too; but as things are, the true amount of reformation is too easily cal- 
culated upon. ‘The war of words athome and abroad, the evilsof the tongue 
in the church as wellas in society are equally obvious; heart-burnings every 
where abound, and it is sinful to conceal it. Great improvements are necessa- 
ry and they must be made. Churches must be formed with relation to char- 
acter, and not with relation to ordinances merely, which at present isuniversally 
the case. [| know men one hundred per cent worse christians than they were 
two years ago, owing chiefly to the inefficient character of the church, to which 
they belonged, and the pernicious example of wicked or worldly persons, with 
whom they are associated. 

Te word order and the phrase ancient order, are of very questionable utility ; 
it is most certain that few afhx any other idea to these words and phrases, than 
a hepdomidal assembly met to go through a certain routine of ordinances. The 
state of the soul, and the practical improvement of character, by the proper 
education of our active powers, are shockingly neglected, as is most certain by 
the real and obvious deficiencies on these points. ‘ 

But we began by inculcating with the Apostle James, the government of the 
tongue. “He that offendeth not in word the same is a perfect man and able 
also to bridle the whole body.” Reader permit me to enjoin upon you, in the 
name of Christ, the solemn and devout consideration of this verse. Reduce 
the instruction to practice and the results will happify yourself and prove the 
excellency of the apostolic saying. 

PHILIP. 
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THE GOSPEL. 


CHURCH ORDER, AND MINISTRY. 


These are three important points in the Christian Institution ; 
and every attempt to disseminate our holy religion and establish it 
in the earth will be successful in proportion as they are attended 
to. Error and inefficiency are exceedingly dangerous here; and 
they may even prove fatal and render the most extensive and be- 
nevolent efforts wholly abortive. 

The gospel is the instrument by which conversion is to be ac- 
complished. It ought therefore to be very correctly understood. 
Misapprehension of its parts and points must of course impede its 
success; all ignorance of its principles or carelessness of its privili- 
ges and princely honors, will in an equal ratio interfere with its free 
course and glorification in society. It must be understood ; it must 
be believed; it must be enforced upon the understandings and 
hearts of the hearers for acceptance. It is a matter that calls for 
deep enquiry, for it is possessed of great variety ; its saving, sancti- 
fying, enlightening, justifying, redeeming and other points must 
be known, and known well too, if ever the cause of Christ is to 
flourish with primitive vivacity and primitive beauty. As it 
must be believed, it must be declared in connection with the eviden- 
ces on which it is said torest or is founded; and as men are slow to 
perform even what they know to be dutiful, reason and remon- 
strance are indispensible accompaniments even when it is presented 
to the fairest forms of human nature; for there are few men to be 
met with who, on hearing the gospel, comprehend both it and their 
own honor and duty so distinctly as immediately to obey it. 

The scriptures speak of “walking in the truth.” When any 
one has obeyed the gospel and professed to take the Lord Jesus as 
his sole guide in all the affairs of ‘ife and of religion, he ought to 
walk even as his master, maintaining before God and his fellow 
men the good order of the church, and the morality, sanctity and 
sacred restraints which the christian religion enjoins. Churches 
are in general very deficientinorder. The great points of teach- 
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ing, discipline, good government, and finance, are at a very low ebb 
among us. It is to he hoped, however, that experience and time 
will supply all deficiencies and that the churches will increase in 
attentive regard for those things as they increase in knowledge and 


strength. It is exceedingly favorable that all our brethren know 


and acknowledge the obligation and great importance of these mat 
ters, and express their resolution to adhere to them and improve in 
them as opportunity affords. 

The Apostle styled his labors in the gospel “the ministry” and 
“His ministry.” The proclamation of the gospel and the erection 
of new churches into order, is what the word imports, as used by 
the apostle, and that is the use in which it is employed in this pa- 
per and its caption. By ministry | mean the labors which are ne- 
cessary to the preaching of the gospel and the erection and good or- 
der of new churches by those whose gilts fitthem for those great 
purposes. ‘The duties imposed by the evangelical office are truly 
arduous. How often has the proclaimer to encounter the severest 
trials! The account which the apostle Paul has transmitted, of 
his evangelical labors and sufferings, in his 2d epistle tothe Corin- 
thians 1s truly affecting “Are they ministers of Christ?) I am 
more ; in labors more abundant; in stripes above measure; in pris- 
ons more frequent; in deaths oft. Ofthe Jews five times received 
L forty stripes save one. ‘Thrice was! beaten with rods,once was 
I stoned, thrice I suffered ship wreck, a night anJ a day was | in 
the deep. In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, tn perils by the hea- 
then, in perils in the city,1n perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false brethren, In weariness and pain 
fulness, in watching often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness. Besides those things which are without, 
that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
Who is weak and I am not weak? Who is offended and I burn not? 
The experience and sufferings of the apostle will not usually be 
realized in all their extent in this country by those who proclaim 
the gospel, and labour for Christ: but in many particulars they 
will feel themselves on a par with that great and faithful servant 
of the Lord. In journeyings, in perils by waters, robbers, and 
false brethren they will be fully expertened. In weariness, and 
pain, and watching, and cold, and care, they need not be left behind 
even this chief of the Apostles; if so be they choose to honor their 
calling and make their ministry abound in fruit to God and Christ. 

Let us now look at these three matters, the gospel, church 
order, and the ministry, as they affect the parties of professing chris- 
tians througout the world. Among the Friends or Quakers, whose 
ministry is not of a stirring ae conversion is little minded, 
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and seldom attained, their churches are filled by birth-right and 
gradual numerical increase through the marriage of their indi- 
vidual members. With equally erroneous views of the gospel, 
and church order not less unscriptural, the Methodists make con- 
verts every where, by the shear force of untiring ministerial labors. 
But the comparative importance of sustaining the proclaimers of 
any religious institution is seen better by looking at the Christians 
and the Methodists. In the one case, viz: the first, the preachers 
have been wholly neglected. The success of their scheme has 
_ been in proportion, the number of their communicants being only 
estimated at twenty-five thousand, while that of the Methodists is 
four hundred and seventy-six thousand. When these two parties 
met in any particular place the Christians praised the bible and 
denounced creeds; but the Methodists formed their class, put their 
disciples under good government, or at least, a tyrannical one, kept 
the circuit rider always on the go, and by his unremitting labors, 
generally won the day ; and left the Christians tar behind in every 
thing that can distinguish a flourishing society from one wholly | 
the reverse. 


To imagine that a divine institution, like christianity, will run— 
the length and breadth of the globe unaided by men appointed to 
proclaim it, and that men competent to proclaim it, will run the 
length and breadth of the globe unbefriended and unsupported by 
those who are bound to see it spread, are propositions equally ab- 
surd. The Christian body, or, as they were called, the New- 
lights, had very imperfect views of the gospel, still more imperfect 
views of the order of the church, and they totally neglected their 
ministry or servants. ‘They had, therefore, comparatively few 
competent instructors; their connection was burdened with a vast 
number of ignorant and in many instances extravagantly enthusi- 
astic persons who did the greatest injury to their cause, until a bet- 
ter order of things making its appearance in the ancient gospel, 
and ancient order of the church, their best teachers laid hold of 
this Reformation and left their former companions, by whom they 
are now heartily hated and, in many instances, persecuted. 


In two of these matters, viz: the gospel and the church order, 
we certainly excel these christians; it is even probable that in these 
two matters we are perfectly scriptural; but in regard to the min- 
istry we are yet far behind. Our people ought not any longer to 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the field, until 
they learn to feed and clothe those whom he has already sent.— 
It is not asked that those who obtain the labors of Evangelists 
should Le liberal, that is not to be expected; but that they should 
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do justice is indispensible. We argue therefore that if the brethren 
would enjoy the labors of an efficient ministry, they must support 
them; and it is most obvious that the necessities of the world can 
be met only by an efficient ministry. 

EDITOR. 


A MOUTHFUL FOR THE MILLENNIALISTS. 


The Elders pretend to have from John, (the Apostle,) these roman- 
tic words. The days shall come in which there shall be vines 
which shall severally have ten thousand branches, and every one 
of those branches shall have ten thousand smaller branches, and 
every one of those branches shall have ten thousand twigs, and 
every one of those twigs shall have ten thousand clusters of grapes, 
and in every one of those clusters shall be ten thousand grapes, 
and every one of these grapes being pressed, shall give twenty 
Mitretas (275 gallons) of wine; and when one shall take hold of 
one of those sacred bunches, another shall cry out, I am a better 
bunch, take me and by me bless the Lord.” 

Treatise on the Millennium. 
The same exuberance is to occur in the grains, so that the 
orchard and vineyard shall not have it in their power to despise 
the corn, the wheat, the rye, or the barley in the Millennium hoped 
for by the Fathers. 


DIALOGUE. 


Tell me truly, says Trypho, (a Jew,) do you (christians) indeed confess 
that Jegisalem shall be built again, and that you shall be gathered together 
there and rejoice with Christ, together with the patriarchs and prophets, and 
those of our nation, or those who are made proselytes before the coming of 
your Christ, ordo you only confess this that you may seem to overcome us in 
questions, 

Do you say none of us (Jews) shall have any inheritance in the holy mount 
of God? 

Justin. Martyr.—I say not so, but that the Gentiles who repent, and believe 
in Christ shall inherit it with all the patriarchs, and prophets, and the just who 
proceed from Jacob, I have before confessed that I and others are of the mind 
that these things shall happen. I and all christians who are actually and in all 


things orthodox, know that there will be a resurrection of the flesh, and a millen- 


nium in Jerusalem, built, adorned,and enlarged. 
Treatise on the Mill. 
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The Evangelist. 


The above is from a dialogue between a Jew and the famous 
Justin Martyr, and shows at what an early age the idea of a literal 
Millennium had taken possession of the christian church. Our 
ideas now are however much modified, and in some things very 
different from those of the early christians. | 

Epiror. 


A KEY TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Jewish Sects. 


Tne Prarisers.—The Pharisees were a sect among the Jews, that had sub- 
sisted at least above a century and half before the appearance of our Saviour.— 
They affected a profound regard for the law of God, and the sacred books; but 
for the interpretation of them and the manner in which they were to be obeyed, 
they depended chiefly upon traditional accounts, ‘These traditions encumbered 
religion with a thousand observances, which drew off the mind from the more 
important matters of the law; and made men look upon themselves as holy and 
acceptabie to God, not so much for their moral conduct, and observance of di- 
vine institutions, as from their conformity to certain modes and punctilios of 
mere human invention, introduced among them under mere pretence of being the 
traditions of the elders.* Hence their more than ordinary strictness in wearing 
the phylactery, and singularity in enlarging the borders or fringes of their gar- 
ments.t Hence their superstition abou: the Sabbath, as if it had been unlaw- 
ful on that day to walk in the fields, or to pluck the ears ofcom, or to cure the 
sick, orto aid one’s neighbor. Hencetoo their particular zeal and pretence to 
purity, in the demureness with which they fasted, the exactness with which they 
paid their tithes, the ostentation with which they prayed, performing that duty 
not only aloud, but in the most public turnings of the streets; the ardour with 
which they encompassed sea and land to make proselytes or converts to their 
sect; their frequent washing, not only of themselves, but of their vestments and 
utensils; and their holding ata distance, or separating themselves not only from 
Pagans, but from all such Jews as complied not with their peculiarities. To 
this last circumstance they seem to have owed the name of their sect; the word 
Pharisee being derived from a verb in the Hebrew, which signifies to divide or 
seperate. This sect, however, not only held the soul to be inmmurtal, but had 
some slight notions of a resurrection, believing that on some occasions the sou! 


#i. e. Ancients. 


{The Phylacteries were little scrolls of parchment bound to their foreheads and wrists, 
on which were written texts of Scripture, taken from Exod. xiii. 9. 16. and Deut. vi. 8. 
xi. 18. With regard to to their sonpers and rriness, the reader will find the orign of 
this distinction in Numb. xv 38. Deut. xxii. 12. 
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might again re-animate the body: Whence their conjecture about Christ upon 
his first appearance, that he was either John the Baptist or Elias, or one of the 
prophets; and hence too, notwithstanding the violence with which they had op- 
posed the personal ministry of Jesus, that aptitude they displayed in after-times, 
beyond some of the other Jewish sects, to fall in with his Revelation. 


THE SCRIBES... 


The word Scribes, as that denomination occurs in the New Testament, ap- 
pears to be the title not of any particular sect, distinguished from all others as to 
their modes of practice or belief; but a general term applicable to all those of 
whatever sect, whomade the law of Moses and the prophetical and sacred books 
their peculiar study, so as to become capable of commenting upon them, and 
thence of publicly instructing the people. ‘This office seems however, to have 
been confined to the descendants of Levi, who being very numerous, and not 
at all times engaged in the immediate service of the temple, had leisure and op- 
portunity enough to qualify themselves for this duty, being unembarrased with 
secular employments, and liberally provided for among all the other tribes. It 
appears indeed from the frequent mention that is made in the Gospel of the 
Scribes and Pharisees in conjunction, that the greatest number of Jewish teach- 
ers or doctorsof the law,* for these are expressions equivalent to Scribe, were at 
that time of the Pharisaical sect. In the Old Testament, we meet with the 
term Scribe in a secular sense, as denoting sometimes a secretary of state,t 
sometimes a principal clerk in a court of judicature,t and sometimes a commis~ 
‘sary Or muster-master in the army;} and although it is probable that a duly 
qualified man belonging to any of the other tribes might be admitted into any of 
these employments, yet the superior opportunity that the descendants of Levi 
enjoyed for all sorts of literary iinprovements, renders it likely that they were 
generally preferred, especially in ancient times, even to these departments, 


THE SADDUCEES. 


The most ancient sect among the Jews was that of the Sadducees. This 
name may either be derived from the Hebrew word Sedec, which signifies jus- 
tice; or froma certain teacher among the Jews called Sadoc. The former 
seems to have been the origin of the appellation, according to the account of the 
Sadducees themselves; the latter according to the account given of them by the 
Pharisees inthe Talinud. If we admit the former derivation, it assigns no fixed 
date of the antiquity of this sect; if the latter, it acertains their rise to have been 
but a few years before that of the Pharisees. But be this as it may, the Saddu- 


Ceesseem to have been originally strict adherents to the Mosaic institution, and — 


«fo the original word should have been rendered, where in our translation it is im- 
properly expresse:| by the modern term lawyers. | 


tf 2 Sam. viii. 17 xx. 25. t Matt. li. 4. 1 Maccab. v. 42. 
§2 Chron. xxvi 11. 2 Kigs xxv. 19. 
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to the canonical books, only interpreting them in the most literal sense, and re- 
jecting all other explanations. ‘The superior estimation in which they held the 
Pentateuch, or writings of Moses, to all other compositions in the sacred cotlec- 
tion, gave rise in all probability to the report of their adversaries, that they re- 
jected the authority of the rest: and the doubts they entertained about a future 
state, a doctrine not clearly revealed in the writings of Moses, and about any 
appearances ofangels or spirits among men, since the finishing of the Jewish can- 
non, seem to have at first given ahandle to the Pharisees of rendering them sus- 
pected of irreligion, which in all probability was afterwards confirmed by men 
ef loose principles sheltering themselves under their name. This however is 
‘certain, that at the time of our Saviour this sect is reputed to have held doctrines 
totally impious.* For they are said to have denied the resurrection of -the 
cead, the being of angels, and all exjstence of the spiritsof men departed, It 
was their opinion, that there is no spiritual being but God only; thatas to man. 
this world is hisall; that at his death, body and soul die together never to live 
more ; and that therefore, there is no future reward nor punishment. They ac-— 
knowledged that God made this world by his power,and governs it by his provi- 
dence ; and for carrying on this government, hath ordained rewards and punish- 
ments, but that they do not extend beyond this world. In a word, they seem to 
have been Epicureans in al! respects, excepting only that they allowed that God 
made the world by his power, and governs it by his providence. At the same 
time that they held these loose notions, they are said to bave had a bigoted at- 
tachment to the law of Moses; and whether it proceeded from this, or their con- 
sidering our Saviour as a seditious person, tley soon joined with the Pharisees in 
bringing Christ and his disciples to death, for Caiaphas, who was of this sect, and 
who was high-priest of the Jews at that time, was he whocondcemned Jesus to 
be crucified; and Ananus the younger,t+ another of this sect, put to death St, 
James the brother of our Lord, 


THE HERODIANS. 


Or the Herodians we meet with nothing among ancient writers, except in the 

_ New Testament itself; where also mention is made of certain Galilwans, whose 
* blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices, and who are described elsewhere in 
the New Testament as having made an insurrection against the government, and 
are called murderers, or Sicarii. The learned Calmet takes an opportunity 
hence of imputing to those called Herodians whatever was done by these 
Galileans, and thinks they were called Herodians, by the other Jews, because 
Galilee at that time was under the command of Herod surnamed Antipas, 
But when we reflect that this insurrection happened long before Christ entered 
upon his public ministry, even as early as the tenth year of his age, when 


«Vide Prideaux, 


tSon of Annas the high-priest mentioned in the gospel ; who is also called Ananus, 
by Josephus. | 
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the insurgents were entirely routed, and the party dispersed; whereas the Hero- 


dians are mentioned as still flourishing at the very time when Christ was employ- 
ed in his mission; we cannot forbear assenting to the judicious conjectures of 
Dr. Prideaux and others, who look upon the Herodians not as a religious sect 
but a political party, who began to become eminent in the days of Herod the 
Great, as favoring his claims, and those of his patrons the Romans, to the sove- 
reignty of Judea. Some of these no doubt, might be weak enough to to imagine 
that Herod was the Messiah, or wicked enough to pretend that they did, in order 
to serve his cause ; and would be ready to vindicate his conduct, when, the better 
to pay his court to the Romans, he consecrated temples to some of their false 
deities. And this party having begun in the time of Herod the Great, may well 
be supposed to have continued long afterwards in favor and power, by the indul- 
gence of the Herods, and influence of the Romans, That leaven therefore of 
theirs, against which our Saviour wams his hearers,* must in this case have been 


either their false conceptions of the Messiah, of or their pliantness and conform- 
ity to idol worship, or both. 


The following is a curious register of the names and order of the booksin the 


Old and New Testaments, which appeared some years since in the Latter cen 
Luminary.— Boston Journal. | 


NAMES AND ORDER OF THE BOOKS OF THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 


The great Jehovah speaks to us, 
In Genesis and Exodus, 


Leviticus, and Numbers see, 
Followed by Duteronomy, 
Joshua and Judges sway the land, 
Ruth gleans a sheaf with trembling hand; 
Samuel, and numerous Kings appear, 
Whose Chronicles we wondering hear. 
Ezra, and Nehemiah, now, 
Esther, the beauteous mourmer, show ; 
Job speaks in sighs, David in Psalms, 
The Proverbs teach t6 scatter alms; 
Ecclesiastes, then comes on, 
And the sweet Song of Solomon. 

Usaiah, Jeremiah, then, 

~s. With Lamentations, takes his pen ; 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea’s lyres, 

. Swell Joel, Amos, Obediah’s— 


eMark viii. 15. 
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Next Jonah, Micah, Nahum, come, 
- And lofty Habakkuk finds room; 
While Zephaniah, Haggi, calls. | 
Wrapt Zechariah builds his walls— s 
And Malachi, with garments rent, 
Concludes the ancient Testament. 


NAMES AND ORDER OF TRE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote the life of their Lord, 
The Acts, what Apostles accomplish record ; 

Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, hear, 

What Philippians, Collossians, Thessalonians revere. 
Timotheus, Titus, Philemon, precede 

The epistle which Hebrews most gratefulfy read : 

James, Peter and John, with the short letter Jude, 

The rounds of Divine Revelation conclude. 


Pirtssurcn Aug. 6th, 1835. 
My dear Walter,— 


I have taken the notion that I would write to you, if it were for 
no other purpose than to test the strength of your memory; for it is solong since 
we interchanged a communication, that for my own part! have in the mean 
time, formed and forgotten many other acquaintenances and might have forgot- 
ten you too but that your “Evangelist”? once a month reminded me of your ex- 
istence. Are you the same Walter Scott that lived bere some years ago? or 
have you acquired that provident charity which begins, aye and ends too, at 
home, and forgotten to love the Lord Jesus with all that enthusiastic attachment 
which makes a man ridiculous in the eyes of the frozen hearted professor of 
Christianity? I dont suspect you of any of these things. 

The time is coming when our enthusiasm will be greatly increased—when 
our souls purified and enlarged, will be filled to overflowing with the love of 
Jesus; and you and I, should we be thought worthy of so high an honor, will 
have a song—a new song—a sweet song—a loud songand a shout “to him that 
hath loved us.” You know, Walter, that Iam no singer, but, my dear sir, who 
made the mouth? Inthe world above I shall not be defective—I expect to 
sing there without a book, and occasionally to burst out ina hearty “glory to 
God in the highest!”? “Alleluja to the Lamb,’ until the arches of heaven shake. 
There will be no danger of one’s lungs nor fear of being laughed at by those 
who know not the love of God, I tell you, that when all the saints of the Most 
High, a company which no man can number, get home, such a song as they 
will sing you never heard, nor ever will hear in this world. ‘Think for a mo- 
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ment of the choice spirits who Will be there. The sweet singer of Israel will 
give us one of his sweetest melodies; and old Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob with 
Enoch, Abel, Noah, Moses, Joshua, Caleb, and millions more will fall in; and 
youand I must try and be there too and join to swell the anthem of praise! 

How insignificant will all things in this world appear, when looked at from 
yonder height! How short a period will a lifetime seem, when contemplated by 
a being to whom a million of years is not perceptible as having past! who knows 
nothing of time past and time tocome! Why I have often thought that we 
should presently (say two or three millions of ages) forget that we had ever lived 
on this footstool ; we shall no doubt wonder at our own stupidity in prizing it 
so highly,and in being so often ready to barter Heaven for a mess of this world’s 

 pottage. There is nothing worth living for but Heaven. There is rothing 
worth dying for but Heaven ; and nothing worth rising from the dead for but Hea- 
ven. ‘To see Jesusas he is and be made like him is a fortune. Whoever is 
sure of this is richer than Girard. Whoever fails of this is poor indeed. 

I should like to see you, Walter, and have a song andachat. I do hope to 
see you and your wife and little ones before we take leave of this world. I de- 
rive a great amount of joy and comfort from the prospect of seeing as I am seen 
and knowing as I am known—of meeting the excellent of the earth at the nigh, 
hand of the Redeemer—of seeing him whom having not seen I love, and of join- 
ing the church of the first-born whose names are written in heaven. 


O Walter! it will be a joyful day when we shall receive the approval of our #3 
blessed Master and the greetings of the saints of the Most High; when we shal] he 4 
be introduced to men of whom this world was not worthy, and contemplate the wpe 4 
majesty of the Supreme. Sometimes I think, that perhaps we may see other 
worlds inhabited by men who have kent their first estate—perbaps we may see ONG b 
another creation, and another Adam, and another fall, and another redemption. r ‘i 
‘Who knows? perhaps we may meet with persons who have been redeemed as 1 
from some other world in the universe of the Most High. eng 

Your friend, SAMUEL CHURCH. dd 
” Salvation and health to you from God and | ‘ead , 
from our Lord Jesus Christ. ene 

Your le:ter of the 6th instant, more precious than gold, came, as aw 
you will well perceive, duly to hand. Pardon me, I pray you, for net 
making its contents thus public. I am like old Job, or yourself, | a a 
I do not like to eat my bite alone; if what I have is good, it be- a. ie 


comes doubly so by being shared with others; I must let my read- 

ers partake of it; many of them I know have a taste for such 
viands not inferior to my own. 

In relation to enthusiasm, 1 vour servant as ever pleads guilty aa 

A cold medium must be exceedingly offensive to Jesus ae 

You recollect what he said to the Season brethren. “You have ath 
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left your first love;” and to the Laodiceans, “I would that you 
were cold or hot.” Ali! it is a dreadful matter to become luke: 
warm, and disgust the Redeemer of our souls. I would that you 
and I, and all who profess to know him, were distinguished for the 
highest enthusiasm for Christ and his cause. I esteem that ardent 
or ores rity of on ewe clothes itself with the virtues and 

ces of the true christian, the test possible on earth, 

, for the spirit that dictated the following lines! - 


“My very heart and flesh cries out, 
O Living God, for thee.”’ 


I would that I burned like a seraph, and that like Paul, I esteemed 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ my Lord. I many a time, yea, hundreds of times in a day, 
wonder what that thing called perfection means, what itis. How 
shall I attain it, if after so long profession of our holy religion I do 
not yet even know what it is? ‘To have the conscience perfect I 
know and understand. This is to have the blood of thé Lamb ap- 
plied to it in the remission of sins. To have the understanding 
— can conjecture; for this is to be perfectly, correctly, in- 

cted in the institution of christianity; but to be perfect in 
obedience and to stand clothed with the charities, the virtues, the 
graces of God and of Christ, how difficult, even to the imagina- 
tion. Sull I live daily in the hope that I shall be perfect as my | 
Father who is in heaven is perfect. I do desire it more than all 
things else; more than heaven itself; yea, more than the heaven 
of heavens; for the heaven of heavens would fail to make me 
happy, if I were not obedient to God in all things through Christ. 
O when shall I stand perfect in all the will of God! 

You always esteem me profuse in money matters; but, my dear 
S.—— I know that money isa real good in relation to the present 
life, and if it is made to subserve the life to come, it is doubly 
good; no wonder if the man who parts with it is deemed mad, by 
such as have no regard to the life to come. But if I am profuse 
you are much more so, in every case in which real charity is 
called for; if I have bestowed one you have bestowed one hundred, 
for every good purpose. The difference between us, J apprehend, 
is simply this. If the mvaus IT possess is equal to five, yours is 
equalto fifty thousand. Blessed be God. 

~ But what is deficiencyin this respect to me, seeing by your let 
ter I am assured. that you are the same lump of precious and 
ished gold 1 left you afew yearsago. The Lord bless you. 
Lord isft upon you thel ight of his countenance. The Lord accept 
ail your sacrifices. Blessed be the name of the Lord. He re- 
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membereth those that fear him; and their children; and their chil- 
dren’s children. Praised be the name of the Lord. Praised be 
the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. Praised be 
the name of the Lord who redeemed our souls by the blood of the 
Lamb. Praised be the Lamb. 


I eagerly desire to see you once more in the flesh, if it be the — 


will of the Lord. Butif no*, then let us “follow on to know the 
Lord,” whose “coming is as the morning,” ‘‘like morning songs 
his voice.” To me, I believe, you first unbosomed yourself in 
relation to the great salvation. How precious were the breathings 
of his Spirit! It was a time of love, precious as when God maketh 
up his jewels! He came like rain upon the mown grass, and as 
showers that water the earth! Blessed be the everlasting God, the 
Father of our Lord. 

My dear 8 I do desire to embrace you in heaven; and to 
stand with my hand clasped in your’s, with all the saints, before 
the throns of the Most High. This indeed will make me richer 
than Girard, and his riches without this, were poverty itself: O 
when shall we see God! When shall we see our Father’s face? 
With you I long to see all the excellent of the earth, from Abel to 
the resurrection. I have thought of the mount of deliverance. | 
have fancied the great Shepherd reclining there, in the midst of his 
redeeined flock. j have imagined to myself the heavenly vales, and 
the stream of life issuing from the throne, and dispersing into 
myriads of branches and watering all the heavenly realms. Shall 
we see this great multitude which no man can number? Shall we 
see the Patriarchs? shall we see the Prophets—and the Apostles— 
and the saints and the martyrs of Jesus—shall we see Jesus him- 
self and his holy angels, and God the Father? Yes; if we over- 
come Jesus says we shall set down with him on his throne no 
favor being too great to give to those that love him. I know not 
whether earthly monarchs are wont to invite their favorites a 
while to sit on their throne; but our Lord will concescend to bestow 
this favor on the conqueror; and oh, what a scene will lay before 
him! From that lofty eminence, what a sight will he behold! 
Heaven and all its host of men and angels stretching wide as 
eternity itself. 

My dear S——— make your riches subservient to God’s cause 
as you always have done. Instead of wor mee gay He Mammon, 
do you compel old Mammon to worship God. Help the poor; 
relieve the distressed: visit the widow and the fatherless; feed the 
hungry; clothe the naked; adorn yourself with the nobleness and 

the excellency and the royalty of the sons of God; and God 
_ Almighty bless you. The God of peace be with you. The God 
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and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ defend you, and perfect you 
in body, soul and spirit to do his will. Yea, I pray,God you may 


: be entirely without spot on that day. 
Your brother i in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
WALTER SCOTT. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN GAZETTE. 
THE LOGIC OF ROMANISM. 


Ezemplified in @ conversation with one of her subjects. 


In a recent conversation with a Romanist, who, it is thought, had formerly 
been studying for the ministry, the following things, for and against Romanism, 
were brought upon the carpet: 

Pro.—Pray, sir, said he, with an air that seemed to indicate the anticipation 
of an easy and complete triumph,what claim can you Protestants have to being 
the church of Christ; you,whose church had no existence before the apostate Lu- 


ther? The Roman Catholic church was the first church, and, ofcourse, must be 
the church of Christ 


Con.—How do you prove, my friend, that our church had no existence before 
the time of Luther? 

Pro.—W hy, thevery word Protestant was unknown as designating a particu- 
lar sect, before that time; and as yours is the Protestant church, so, also, must 
your church have been unkown and non-existent before Luther. 

Con.—If this is the logie by which you prove that the Protestant church is not 
the church of Christ, I shall use the same to prove that yours, the Roman 
Catholic chureb, is not the church of Christ; because the word Roman Catholic, 

and the sect designated by that name, was unknown for many centuries after 
~ Christ. Here we are, then, upon this argumet, precisely even. 

I shall now prove to you, from the doctrine of your own church on baptism, as 
well as from scripture, that the Roman Catholic church was Nat, but, on the 
contrary, that the Jerusalem Catholic church was the first church. 

If your coctrine on baptism be tue, it is impossible that the Roman Catholic 
church can be the first church, because you hold that baptism is the door by 
which men enter into the church: “Janua qua in Ecclesiam intratur.” Theol. 
Dens. de baptismo, proem. 

If baptism is the door of entrance into the church, and we willingly grant it is, 
this door was open long before the gospel was even heard of at Rome. Read the 
_ first and second verses of tte 4th chapter of the gospel of John, and you will 
find that many were baptized by the disciples before the church was established 
at Rome. 


I maintain that the Jerusalem Catholic church was the first church, and not 
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the Roman Catholic church. [ prove my assertion by the word of God; you 
have no proof for your’s but the Bulls of Popes. Thus Christ, after his resur- 
rection, appearing to his disciples commands them saying, ‘** Tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on niga,” © © 9 ,* 
“That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name, 
among all nations, atv Luke xxiv. 47,46. Mark 
well, our Lord does not say Becinning aT Rome, butat Seliesiom. 

Again: When the dispute arose at Antioch, concerning circumcision, **Paul 
and Bamabas were sent to Jerusalem wnto the Apostles and elders, about this 
queshon, * * * and when they were come to Jerusalem, they were 
received of the Church, and of the Apostles and Elders.” Acts. xv. 2, 4. 
They were not sentto Rome. There was no church there. Paul was the 
first Apostle that visited Rome; and he did not visit it till many years after 
this. (See Acts xxvii.) Christ never was at Rome, and he expressly com- 
manded his Apostles saying, “Go not inlo the way of the Gentiles. Matt. x. 


5. Go not to Rome. 


Thus, my friend, you see that your priests are deceiving you in saying that 
the Roman church was the first church, and the head and mistress of ail 
churches. ‘The fact is, that Rome was among the Last of all the churches that 
were established after the death of Christ. Strange, that you will believe your 
priestsin preference to the word of God! 

I have proved from scripture, that the church was first established at Jerusa- 
lem. Consequently, your ehurch, which maintains that the Roman church is the 
first church, and the mistress of al! churches, cannot be the church of Christ, 
because the church of Christ cannot lie; for “the Church is the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” 1 Tim. iii. 15, 

The church of Christ at the present day, and in every age, must be that church 


whose doctrine ig conformable to the word of God, as delivered to us in the 


sacred scriptures. This, itis presumable, you will not pretend todeny. Now, 
there have always been men who have protested against the errors and corrup- 
tions of the Roman Catholic church, and who have taken the word of God as 
their rule of faith and conduct. It is they, therefore, who have constisuted the 
christian church, be their local or circumstantial names what they may. In the 
great day of final retribution, it will not be asked. “‘were you a Roman Catholic 
or were you a Protestant?’ but, “were you a christian, a faithful follower of 
Christ?” 

Pro.—How can you Protestants expect to be saved, unless you eat the flesh 
of Christ, and drink his blood? For he says, “Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.”? John vi. 53. 

Con.—Christ, indeed, does say, that “he is the bread of life,* * the bread 
which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die. I 
am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the world.” John vi. 48, 50,51. But Christ here 
speaks of a spiritual or figurative eating. Your doctrine is, that in the sacra- 
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ment there is the true, real, and substantial body of Jesus Christ; the same 
body that died upon the cross, with his blood, life, soul, and divinity; and that 
he is eaten, not spiritually, or figuratively, but corporally, really, substantially 
wholly, justas he was. ‘The bread, however, whichChrist was speaking of, was 
that which came down from heaven, and not his body, which never came down 
from heaven, but out of the womb of the Virgin Mary. Chnrist’s body as you 
know and do not deny, never went up into heaven till afte: hisdeath; how, then, 
could it be that bread of which he was speaking, which he tells us came down 
from heaven? Moreover, he says, “If any man eat of this bread, he shall live’ 
forever”»—*‘and not die.” ‘That is, he shall not die in sin, but shall live forever 
in righteousness. But neither you nor your church pretend to say that every 
one who receives the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall be saved and live 
forever. Therefore your doctrine and Christ's, in regard to this sacrament are 
diametrically contrary ; which are we to believe? The Pope, or Christ? For 
my own part, I shall believe Christ, believe you whom you will, 


“Let God be true, and every mana liar,” Christ says, “If any man eat of 
this bread he shall live forever.” Now, we are bound, (that the words of Christ 
may be true) to understand the eating and drinking of the body and blood of 
Christ in the sacrament, in a spiritual or figurative sense or else all who eat and 
drink must be saved. An easy way, this of obtaining salvation and in direct 
opposition to Paul who declares, that “He that eateth and drinketh unwWorthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 1 Cor. 
xi. 29. 

Christ himself, in the context, explains his meaning. He shows us that it is 
not eating bread or flesh, or drinking wine or blood, that will give us everlasting 
life, but that it is faithin himalone. “He that believeth on me, (says he) hath 
everlasting life.’ And again: “Itis the Spirit that quickeneth: The flesh 

profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they 
are life.” Johu vi. 47 63. 

The doctrine of the Roman Catholic church is that the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper (the Eucharist as they call it) was instituted by Christ at the 
last supper previous to his sufferings on the cross; that the bread and wine are 
trensubstantiated, by the priest’s pronouncing hoc est corpus meum, into the 
real body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ; and that the mass or sacra- 
ment, is a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead, 
So says the Council of Trent, Sess, xiii. cap. i. can 1 Sess. xxii. can. 3, 

Now, if this sacrament be a ProriTiaTORY SacriFice, as the Romana Catholie 
church affirms, it could not have been instituted by Christ at the last supper; 
because, at that time, he had not yet been offered up in sacrifice. He was not 
offered up as a propitiatory sacrifice for sin until the following day; therefore, 
the Roman Catholic church errs in defining it a propitiatory sacrifice. 

This church admits that the body of Christ is incorruptible, and teaches that 

after the consecration, nothing remains of the bread and wine, but the species ox 
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appearances, ‘There is then present in the sacrament, no other substance but 
the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. Theol. Dens. de Euchar- 
ista. N. 28. Trid. Sess. xxiii. can. 2. 

This being the doctrine, my dear friend, I think I have got you intoa dilem- 
ma, from which all the bishops, and popes in the world cangot extricate you. 

Let a priest consecrate for you every morning, a pint of wine and a pound 
or two of bread-—do you not think that this would nourish your body, and that 
you could lige upon it? | 

Pro.—Why certainly I could. 

Con.—If you had answered the no, I was ready to prove from your own 
doctrine that you could and would be nourished by it. For the Roman Catholic 
church declares that the species or appearances of the bread and wine which 
remain after the consecration, nourish the body of him who receives the sacra- 
ment. “Species panis et.vini consecrate sumple nutriunt.” Theol. Dens. de 
Euch. No. 26. Pray tell me, then, upon what is it you would live? what would 
nourish your body? It could not be the body of Christ, for it is incorruptible; 
it cannot be acted upon by the power of digestion; cannot pass into your blood. 
It could not be the bread or the wine that would nourish your body; for, if your 
doctrine be true, after the consecration no bread nor wine remains. Tell me, 
then, by what would your body be nourished ? 

Pro.— Why, I would live upon the appearances! 

Con.—Well, if you can live upon appearances, and forsooth, Holy Mother 
says you can, let us try the experiment. I will place a piece of beef, or, if you 
choose, a bottle and a consecrated loaf of wine and bread, upon the table in 
one corner of the room, and you sha!l place yourself in the opposite corner, 
you may have the appearance of the beef, or the consecrated bread and wine, 
before you, aslong as youchoose. I,at the same time, will take a bottle of 
wine and a loaf of bread, consecrated or not consecrated, and sit down in the 
other end of the room. I, however, as it is not my doctrine that I can live upon 
the mere appearance of a thing, will nourish my body by actually eating and 
drinking, every day, the bread and wine. Now, which of us, do you think, 
would live the longer? I, in eating and drinking the bread and wine, or you, 
in mereiy feasting on the appearance of them! 

Pro.—O, it is vain to reason; I see I can never convert you, and you can 
never convert me!! 

Thus ended this familiar colloquy. 

Now, my Roman Catholic brethren, priests and all, don’t smile at the dilem- 
ma that this poor brother of yours was in, for you are all in the same predica- 
ment. If you are still determined to fasten your faith to Holy Mother's apron 
strings, she will lead you into the same labyrinths of absurdity, and finally to 
destruction itself, Money and honor—if they were out of the way, the leaders 
might be converted. 

Your sincere friend, 
SAMUEL B. SMITH. 
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FINANCE, 


We have stated somewhere in our periodical, that the grand 
points in an ecclesiastical order are instruction, discipline, good 
finance. In a preceding piece in the present num- 
r we have written a fewthings on the gospel, church order, and 
the evangelical office, as forming leading features of our religion. 
In this paper we shal! throw out our thoughts on the item of finance 
alone. | 
As preliminary to them, however, we would observe, that the much 
to be deplored neglect by the brethren of those who proclaim the 
pel may findan apology in the total absence of funds in the most 
of the churches But why are there no funds? Is it because our 
members are all poor? No; there are many of us who are very 
rich. Is it because we are unwilling to coftribute? No; many 
are exceedingly willing to contribute; many would, I am sure, 
give the bread on which they live to assist in sending abroad the 


gospel. Why then is it that there are no funds? The proper an- 


swer to this question may be found in the fact, that a vast propor- 
tion of our assemblies are wholly without an adequate scheme of 
finance; they have embraced no regular plan for raising the funds 
for necessary purposes, either ecclesiastical, evangelical, or chari- 


table. 


Brother Campbell has written some excellent pieces on co-opera- 
tion. By request the writer supplied two pieces in which it was 
fairly demonstrated from scripture Ist, that the ancient churches 
did select brethren for special purposes, and secondly that the 
churches were permitted and did exercise the privilege of co-opere- 
ting by special messengers for effecting special purposes. Now in 
all cases, perhaps without a single exception, when co-operation 
has been adopted by our brethren, the cause has been improved, 
and funds provided to support the laborers in the discharge of their 
arduous duties. This is all that is wanted on the point; and this 
much must be obtained. Well what has been the plan adopted 
for raising funds? I believe that in most instances, when one pro- 
claimer was to be sustained by a number of churches, each church 
has signified at the beginning how much she would contribute, and 
the amount of the contributions determined the reward of the la- 
borer, Buthow did each church ascertain her capability on this 
cont Certainly by an appeal to the liberality of her members. 

ow wasthisdone? We are willing to be minute. It has been 
done by first stating to the brethren the indispensible duty of hav- 
ing the word of life proclaimed to mankind, secondly showing 
that this great business devolved upon the church, by her sons cho- 
sen for that purpose, and by finally requesting each individual 
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member to pay what he willed tothe service of the Lord in this 
matter. lsay that the whole has been effected, by an appeal to 
the liberality of the church’s members. But I very much ques- 
tion the equity of such a plan; first, because generous individuals 
are onsuch a plun frequently wronged; secondly, churlish per- 
sons are thus permitted to indulge in their cupidity, every body 
who is willing being easily able, to find a most potent apology for 
keeping his money in his own care. When the church has decided 
upon what isduty,and she cannot be mistaken on the necessity of 
proclaiming the gospel, all her members should be made to act,and 
a justand equitable scheme of action should be adopted. 

This however, is still a desideratum; we really want a plan on 
which to proceed with justice tothe several members. We can 
testify to many oppressions in conseqnence of a defect here; we 
have known many liberal individuals, who have been compelled, 
by their anxious regard for God’s cause to act without all plan and 
togive as the Apostle says “beyond their means;” while others, 
less alive to the great Salvation, have failed tosupply even what 
both scripture, reason, and the exigency demanded. 

The first thing to be done in a church, that would herself co-ope- 
rate in the spread of the gospel, is to orgunize with proper ovei- 
seers and servants. Secondly authorizing the treasurser accor- 
ding toa plan adopted by the church, to raise the necessary 
funds: but, who shall this treasurer be? He must be a very supe- 
rior brother, in regard to business and the management of men.— 
This is a department of divine service that is not to be entrusted to 
the simple, or individuals unacquainted with public business.— 
The office is a most important one, and requires management and 
address as wellas scripture and authority; We have been com 
pelled within a few days, to listen toa vexatious case, in which an 
anxious and excellent man, in the midst of some hundreds of dis. 
ciples, has been, in our judgment and his judgment too, exceeding» 
ly wronged; the reason is doubtless to be found in the fact, that the 
innumerable brethren for whom he has labored and whom he con 
verted, have not been put into order, and consequently that part of 
church economy which is intended for the support of, his wants, is 
not attained: “Order is heaven’s firstlaw.” “God is the God of 
order in all the churches of the saints.” 

EDITOR. 


DOCTOR SLEIGH. 


Broturr Scorr:—If the following is of any yalue you are at 
liberty to present it to your readers; it was extracted from a little 
ok brought to this by the hennrwithe ahova 
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named, and is intended to set forth the nature and order of a churciz 
in Camberwell, London, and her sister churches in England, Ire- 
land, Scotlandand America. Said Doctor, after having defrauded 
a lady who had resided in his family, of eighteen hundred dcllars, 
left our city and has not beemheard of since. = T. 


NATURE AND ORDER OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, &c. 


1. Taesx churches acknowledge no name, or title, but that of “The Chuch- 
es of God,” or of His “Christ.” (1) | 

2. They consider the Lord Jesus Christ, as “King in Zion” (2) and “Head 
of the “Church” ( 3 )has given commandments and examrles for its regulation 
and government to the end of time; and has forbidden, in the most positive 
and decided manner, any thing to be added to, ordetracted from them. Ac- 
cordingly, the Lord Jesus spent forty days after his crucifixion, “instructing His 
apostles in the things pertaining “to His kingdom,” (4) which they were forth- 
with to establish on this earth, and did so establish in a very few days afterwards < 
(5) He then on parting with them, addressed them thus—“Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo! I am with you,” 
or your word, “unto the end of the world.”? (6) However foolish, inconven- 
ient and inadequate many of these laws may appear (in these civilized times) ; 
yet, as proceeding from Him, to whom “the wisdom of this world is foolish- 
ness,’’ (7) and wao “is the same yesterday, to-day and for ever,” they consid- 
er them all, without distinction, imperatively binding on all the redeemed chil- 
dren of Christ, and are taught by His word, to believe an obedience to them as 
necessary a proof of the sincerity of a Christian's profession (8) as an obedi- 
ence to the moral law. “If any man think himself to be spiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that the things I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.’” 


(9) “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” (10) “By 


this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his 
commandments.’ (11) ‘For this isthe love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments; and his commandments are not grievous.” (12) “And this is 
love, that we walk after his commandments; this is the commandment, thal as 
ye have learned from the beginning, ye should walk in it.” (13) “Now I 
beseech you, drethern, mark them which cause divsions and offences, contrary, 
lo the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them: for they that are such, 
by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” (14) “There- 
fore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word or our epistle.”’? “Now we command you, brethern, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.”—~ 
‘¢ And ifany man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man,and have no 

company with him.” (15) ‘Weare of God: he that knoweth God heareth 
us (the apostles) ; he that is not of God heareth not us: hereby know we the 
spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” (16) He that heareth you (the 
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apostles) heareth me: (17) “Whauoever things I command you, ob- 
serve to do it: thou shalt not add thereto nor diminish from it.” (18) Add 
thou not unto His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”’(19) 
Let them measure the pattern””—“that they keep the whole form thereof, and 
all the ordinances thereof, ard do them.” (20) 

3, They admit none as brethen, but those who have been given to believe 
the record which God hath given of his Son ; (21) the lost state of man, by na- 
ture and by practice; (22) and the sovereign, unconditiona), unmerited mercy 
of God to man, through the glorious and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
—Emmantel. (23) 

4. They require the sincerity of the profession of these great truths to be 


proved by a walk in life conformable to the laws of Christ, both in a strictly mor- 


al and religious point of view; conceiving this to be as necessary a proofof the 


person really believing what he says he believes, as the symptoms of life are to 
its existence. (24) 


5. They hold fellowship with none but brethren, in any of the ordinances of 


Christ’s house—“prayer, praise, breaking bread,’’ &c. and, accordingly, sepa- 


rate from the world in all acts of worship. This they do in obedience to the 
following commands of God, which, however lightly they have been passed 
over in these times, and however trifling they may be deemed by the religiou® 
world, yet the spiritual man,even he whois brought to the condition of “a lit. 
tle child,”? must ever consider as binding on him, as the command, “Thou shalt 
do no murder” is on all men. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light wirh darkness? and what concord hath Christ and belial 2 
or what part hath he that beleiveth with an Infidel? and what agreement hath 
thetemple of God with idols? as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing; and I will receive you, and bea Father unto you,and ye shall be 
my sons and daugnters, saith the Lord Almighty *? (25) Give not that which 
is holy unto dogs,” &c. And when they reflect on the numerous commands 
which were referred to in No. 2, to separate even from professed believers, who 
would not obey they apostolic commands, they can only think of the man 
who despises this command, that he manifests none of the spirit of Him, who 
says, “My sheep Acar my “‘voice.”’ (26) 
To be continued.) 


PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. 


New Lisson, August 3d, 1835. 
Dear Brorner Scorr:— 
I have been laboring in this town for some time, with some little success.— 
Several persons have, of late, obeyed the Gospel. The church appears to be do- 
ing tolerably well. I think the disciples in general, are growing in grace and in 
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knowledge. I hope much good will yet be done here. You, no doubt, feel 


- deeply interested in the welfare of the people of this place, as it is the place in 
_ which you first preached tne Ancient Gospel, and contended for the Ancient or- 


der of things. I therefore at the request of the Brethren, write you this letter 
to solicit you to pay this town another visit Docome if you can. I know I 
may present to you the unfeigned respect of the congregation. .May the favor 
of Jesus Christ be with you and all the faithful desciples in your region of coun- 
try. - Yours, Respectfully, 
W. MARTIN. 
Water Scort. 


EXCLUSION. 


-When a person has been excluded from his own religions com- 
munity for notorious immorality, he ought to cease laboring in pub- 
lic even if reformed and restored, because society feels directly 
insulted by the attempts of such a one to teach them religion. How 
shocking, then, for an excluded, unreformed, unrestored person 
to affect to guide men in the ways ‘of truth and holiness. Such a 
self-willed evil worker should be held up to the scorn of all the 
righteous. Please read the following letter from brother Butler; 
we wish we could have found for it an earlier insertion. — Eb. 


Brother Scott, 

Dear Srr:—All duties are not alike pleasing buta com- 
mon authority enjoins them all. I had much rather inform you of exten 
sive reformations in our favored State, to the joy of Christians and of angels, but 
it is painfully necessary now to speak in the language of reprehension, warning 
and caution. The brotheriy-love of our holy religion, prompts us to reclaim and 
forgive, but when any one degrades his office by disgracing himself, the honor of 
the cause requires that he and his office should be separated, andtif he persists in 
exercising its functions contary to the wishes of his brethren, and in defiance of 
an enlightened community, he should be publicly exposed. I hereby inform all 
whom it may concern, that Prater Banks, now preaching in Hancock co., Ia., 
has been excluded from a Church of Jesus Christ near Rushville, Ia., upon the 
charge of gross immorality, and that as long as he retains his present relation to 
the disciples of our Lord, he is unworthy their confidence. The church and 
brother William Caldwell, a member of it, may be referred to for particulars.— 
In hope of seeing a pure church on earth. 

Your Brother 
CHANCEY BUTLER, 


Hanover, Shelby county, March 4, 1835. 
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